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2010 Church Council Goals ï part 1  

 
The church is the body of Christ, active in the world to 
share the good news of Godôs love for all people.   We 
gather for worship, study, and service to God and 
neighbor, and we believe our work has eternal signifi-
cance.   We care for each other, we reach out with Godôs 
love to the community, and we grow in our faithfulness to 
God. 

 
The church is also a human institution, and it needs organization and ap-
propriate structure in order for us to be the best possible stewards of the 
resources God has given us.  This is especially true in a church that is 
growing, as ours is.  (We received 48 new members in 2009, and we con-
tinue to have first -time worship guests almost every Sunday.)  The struc-
tures that served us well when we had 150 in worship may not work when 
we have 250.  Itôs time for us to look at our churchôs structure (staffing ï 
both paid and volunteer, facilities, budget, policies, and procedures), and 
consider what changes need to be made if we are to be faithful to Godôs 
call to make disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
Our Church Council, acting as the governing body for the church mem-
bership, works alongside the pastor to help us understand and embrace 
our call to make disciples for Jesus Christ in Royse City and beyond.  And 
this year, our Council has decided to give attention to improving the 
structures that help us do effective ministry.  Iôm so pleased that the 
Council will be working toward these goals (among others): 

¶ Improving our church facilities  

¶ Fully utilizing our church facilities  
¶ Establishing policies and procedures to facilitate ministry  
 
Now that may not sound very spiritual to you.   But when I read the story 
of Jesus feeding the 5,000 in Matthew 14:13-21, I am reminded that it is 
important to be organized, to communicate well, and to use oneôs re-
sources, if we are to feed Godôs people.  Jesus assessed the situation.  The 
crowd was hungry.   He communicated effectively with his disciples.   
 

When I read 

the story of  
Jesus feeding the 

5,000 in Mat-
thew, I am re-

minded that it is 
important to be 

organized, to 
communicate 

well, and to use 
oneõs resources, if 

we are to feed 
Godõs people. 
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Letôs give them something to eat.  He asked for a donation of food.  Five loaves and two fish.  He or-
ganized the crowd and had them sit down in groups.  He blessed the food and multiplied it, and he 
directed his disciples systematically to feed the people.  Can you imagine the organization that re-
quired?  They needed planning and patience, and maybe even a few procedures, in order to distrib-
ute all the food.  And in the end, the mission was a success.  There was plenty for all ---  and 12 bas-
kets of food left over.  (I wonder which one of the disciples was in charge of getting the baskets!) 
 
I ask you to pray with me for our Church Council as they begin to work toward accomplishing these 
goals for 2010.  Youôll find their names on the inside front cover over of this issue.  Remember that 
all Church Council meetings are open, and we welcome your input as we move forward with our 
work.  In our April newsletter, Iôll talk more about the ministries that the Council wants to focus on 
during the year ï the ñdoorways to discipleshipò that we will try to create to invite others to encoun-
ter the love of Christ.   
 
Iôll see you Sunday, 
Ann 

It is a special joy for a church to offer up one of its own to start 

the journey toward ordained ministry!  We are pleased that 

Karen Beck, a member of FUMCRC and our current student 

pastor is ready to that that step.  A called Charge Conference 

will be held on March 7, 2010 in the sanctuary immediately fol-

lowing the 11:00 service to vote to support Karen in her ministry.  

Please plan to stay for this important meeting.  
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FOOD PANTRY 

MarûDried Beans & Rice 
AprûCanned Meat, Tuna, Chicken, Spam 

MayûJuice, Jello & Pudding Mix 

Thank you for the food after the service and all your 

prayers for John and our family during this difficult 

time.  

 

    Jon Love Family  

*****************************************  
To our Church Family and Friends of FUMC~ 
The family of Jon Love want to thank every one 
for their prayers, words of kindness, phone calls, 
food and just being here for us during Jonõs ill-
ness and death.  May God bless all of you and 
continue to shine on each of you. 
 
   Becky Love, Fran Green 

Welcome New Members! 

 

Kim Perry  
and children 

Ryan and Jessica 

 

COME FEED THE YOUTH!  

Volunteers (individuals, groups, Sunday School 

classes, grandparents, etc.) are needed to feed our 

hungry youth on Sunday nights during UMYF. 

There are available slots to sign up.  Please  

contact  Sandra Cole at  

214-497-4048 if you are interested  

There is still cold weather ahead. Don't 

forget the homeless.  Please bring any 

new or gently used blanket to Weslely 

Hall.  This will mean a lot to someone so 

in need.   Also -- 

There is a place for you with the Made With Love group who  

meet on the first Thursday of the month.This time that will 

be 

March 4 at 9 AM in the Family Life Center. We cut out 

items, sew and knit for shut -ins at home or at the Care and 

Rehab Center, as well as for a Hospice. Bring a friend and 

join us!!  

A Celebration of Renewal 

Because so many of you have cared for and 

befriended us, we wish to include all of our 

church family in our Celebration of Renewal. 

We will be renewing our wedding vows in 

celebration of our 10th wedding anniversary.  

Everyone is welcome!  

Sunday, March 21st, 2010 

1:30pm 

First United Methodist Church of Royse 

City 

Cake Reception to follow in Wesley Hall 

Please come share in our happinessé 

Debbie & Warren Mechling 

    BAKE SALE!  

Our youth group will be holding a 

fundraiser bake/food sale to raise 

money for Summer Mission Trips!  

Items will be sold after each church service on 

March 7th, 14th  and 21st.  

There will be modified hours in the church 
office  the week of March 15th due to Spring 
Break. Hours will be 1:30ɂ4:30.  

To My Church Family, 

I wish to express my thanks for your cards, 

calls, messages, gifts, food, singing and numerous 

hugs.  But most of all for your prayers.  May 

Godõs richest blessings fall on each of you.  

Youõre great and I love you. 

    Bonnie Fay Davis 
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CHILDRENõS MINISTRY NEWS 
 

Childrenõs Council! 

 

We are forming a Childrenõs Council.  If you are interested in joining us a visioning force for the childrenõs area, please let 

me know!  We need representatives from all areas of the Childrenõs department, such as JAM, VBS, Childrenõs Church, etc.  

If you are already plugged into one of these areas, or would like to be a member at large, I would love to have your input!  

 

VBS ! 

 

Summer VBS is coming sooner than we think!  Iõm looking for people to be on the planning team, as well as volunteers to 

work during VBS, and Iõd like to know where I can count on you to help!  Please take a second and send an email to: 

fumcrcVBS@gmail.com.  I know each of you has areas that you have experience in working for VBS, and Iõd like to learn 

from you.  Or you may have a new area youõd like to work this year.  Iõd like to know that!  Or you may be interested in being 

on the planning team, and Iõd REALLY like to hear from you!  Please send a quick email to let me know so I can start to put 

our team together. All members are welcome and encouraged to volunteer in this special ministry for our children ! 

 

Summer Camp ! 

 

Anyone interested in summer camp?  Weõd love to send a group of our kids to Bridgeport for camp session 4, Aug 9-13. Let 

me know if you are interested.  Visit the Bridgeport website at www.bridgeportcamp.com  for more information, or contact 

Pam White.  

 

Thank you to all of the church family for making me feel so welcome here during my first weeks.  I am overwhelmed by the 

caring hearts that you have.  This is a great church, and I am excited about the opportunities that are before us!  

 

Blessings,  

 

Pam 

pam@fumcroysecity.org  

www.fumcroysecity.org  
Come and check out our new and improved website !  It has been 
redesigned to be more useful and informative to both members 
and visitors. New features include:  
 

¶ Church calendar  

¶ Youth calendar  

¶ Slide shows  

¶ Mission and study opportunities  

¶ Online Angel Food ordering  

¶ Upper Room Devotionals  

¶ And more to come!  
 
The Methodist Manna monthly newsletter is also avail-
able on the new site!  You WILL continue to receive your 
copy in the mail every month. If you are interested in 
ågoing paperlessæ, please contact Susan in the church 
office 972 -636-2291 or email: susan@fumcroysecity.org.  

 

Sunday Worship in March  
 
During the season of Lent, we are listening for the 
lessons God seeks to teach us in the wilderness.  
Please join us each Sunday morning at 8:30 or 11:00, 
as we draw close to God and share fellowship with 
one another. 
 
 
March 7   Third Sunday in Lent  
Communion Sunday 
Isaiah 55:1-9 
The Lesson of Wanting 
 
March 14  Fourth Sunday in Lent  
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
The Lesson of Plenty 
Karen Beck preaching 
 
March 21  Fifth Sunday of Lent  
Philippians 3:4b -14 
The Lesson of Forgetting 
Chime Choir playing 
 
March 28  Palm/Passion Sunday 
Children lead in palm processional 
Chancel Choir presents The Lenten Sketches 
      by Joseph M. Martin  

mailto:fumcrcVBS@gmail.com
http://www.bridgeportcamp.com
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Rockwall County Connections Concert Raised Over $5,000 for Nothing But Nets! 

Thanks to all our Royse City friends who came out to the show to rock to the Super Hits of the 70s on February 5.  
Your pastor (and her dancing husband) had a great time, and we were proud that so many of you came to sup-
port the mission project.  Thanks to your generosity, over 500 insecticide-treated mosquito nets will be sent to 
families in Africa affected by malaria.   

God is good.....all the time. 

 

 

 

 

This is a story about an answer to prayer.  

One day a man had a vision.  He  saw a church where there 

were people who loved God. These people met at a certain 

time each Sunday to show God just how much they loved 

Him. The people decided they wanted others who couldnõt 

come at the same time that they came to also learn how 

to love God.   The man prayed for the things he saw and 

soon there was a whole new time on Sunday for people to 

gather at the church to show their love for God. Everyone 

was so happy! 

Then the man had another vision. He saw people not only 

singing the wonderful traditional hymns but they were 

singing with loud praises, hands clapping and the sounds of 

instruments were filling the air.  The man knew he needed 

to help this dream be fulfilled, so he prayed some more.  

In January of 2003 the man played his instrument along 

with a couple of others and made beautiful music to show 

God how much he loved Him.  The manõs visions and 

prayers never ceased; he continued to see new people 

coming through the doors of the church and more people 

joining him in playing their instruments and lifting their 

voices in worship.  

To this day, the manõs vision continues to flourish; and 

every Sunday he sees the faces of happy and faithful 

people who love God and love to show Him just how much!  

Thanks be to God!  

Musicians/Instrumentalists Needed for Worship  

Our music ministry is always searching for those 
gifted in music to help in our traditional and contem-
porary services.  We're pleased to have added 
some great new members to our praise team in re-
cent months.  We're particularly interested in finding 
out if there is someone in our church who is inter-
ested in playing our church organ during the tradi-
tional service.  If you are interested, please contact 
JoAnne Pounds at  972-636-2291 or 
joanne@fumcroysecity.org 

THE VIGIL 

Join us in a 24 -hour worship experience!  
     
 Prayer  
     
 Study  
     
 Fasting (optional)  
     
 Worship  
 

10am Good Friday, April 2 ñ 
10am Saturday, April 3rd  

 
¶ All vigil activities may be completed at 

the work place or at home.  
¶ Group will meet at Good Friday service 

and at Family Life Center Sat. 8am  
 

MORE DETAILS TO COME IN WEEKLY BULLE-
TINS AND E -NEWS! 
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One of our goals this year is to be very intentional about staying on top of needed repairs around our church properties.  Re quests 

for repairs and maintenance come to our attention, but we are not always able to make repairs in a timely manner.  In order t o be 

good stewards of our maintenance funds, we're asking for some volunteers who might be willing to respond to the following nee ds.  If 

you are willing to volunteer to make one or more of the following repairs, please contact Andy Weir at 214 -260-6144 or 

andywr@cebridge.net.  

 

Music Ministers office   Adjust     Door not shutting well, possible door jamb adjustment  

Office Bathrooms    Repair     Women's Bathroom soap disp. will not open for refill  

Office Lobby    Adjust     Door requires slamming to shut  

Wesley hall/ Kitchen area   Repair     Bathroom sink water valve will not close, faucet valve    

      leaking   

Wesley hall/ Kitchen area   Adjust     Items stored in front of electrical service panel. Clearance   

      for Arc flash protection of 3' required  

Wesley hall/ main building   Adjust     Door to porch behind bathrooms needs closer adjusted to   

      assure close and lock. (outside)  

Wesley hall/ main building   Adjust     All gutters need to be cleaned and assure connections to   

      proper drainage down spouts (outside)  

Wesley hall/ main building,   Repair     Raise valve box to match meter box that was repaired at   

      curb of west walk to FLC  

During the Lenten season, we are encouraging drawing closer to God through the reading and study of scripture.  

Because many of our scripture readings during Lent will come from Luke's gospel this year, some of our church 

members have expressed an interest in a daily reading that will take us through Luke.  If you have children and 

youth in your home, this might be a great way to encourage a family time of reading scripture each day.  

 

Luke in 40 Days  

Follow this schedule from Ash Wednesday until Easter and you will read the Gospel of Luke. On Sundays, you may 

want to reread text that tugged at you or focus on the passages used in worship.  

Feb. 17 ð 20                
    Wed. 1:1-38 

     Thurs. 1:39 -80 

     Fri. 2:1 -20 

     Sat. 2:21-52  
 

Feb. 21 ð 27 
     Sun. Rest 

     Mon. 3:1-38 

     Tues. 4:1-30 

     Wed. 4:31-44 

     Thurs. 5:1 -39 

     Fri. 6:1 -16 

     Sat. 6:17-49  
 

Feb. 28 ð Mar. 6  
     Sun. Rest 

     Mon. 7:1-23 

     Tues. 7:24-50 

     Wed. 8:1-25 

     Thurs. 8:26 -56 

     Fri. 9:1 -27 

     Sat. 9:28-62 

 

Mar. 7 ð 13 
     Sun. Rest 

     Mon. 10:1-42 

     Tues. 11:1-28 

     Wed. 11:29-54 

     Thurs. 12:1 -32  

     Fri. 12:33 -59 

     Sat. 13:1-35 

Mar. 14 ð 20 
     Sun. Rest 

     Mon. 14:1-35 

     Tues. 15:1-32 

     Wed. 16:1-31 

     Thurs. 17:1 -37 

     Fri. 18:1 -17 

     Sat. 18:18-43 

Mar. 21 ð 27 
     Sun. Rest 

     Tues. 19:29-48 

     Wed. 20:1-26 

     Thurs. 20:27 -47 

     Fri. 21:1 -38 

     Sat. 22:1-23 

Mar. 28 ð Apr. 3  
     Sun. Rest 

     Mon. 22:24-53 

     Tues. 22:54-71 

     Wed. 23:1-31 

     Thurs. 23:32 -56 

     Fri. 24:1 -27 

     Sat. 24:28-53 

 

Apr. 4  
     EasterñCelebrate!  

 

 

 



An Expression of Thanks for Our Support in Haiti  

 

Following the tragic earthquake in Haiti on January 13, Bishop Earl Bledsoe invited all churches in the North Texas Conferenc e to 

participate in an offering to benefit the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).  Our church responded by raising over  

$2,400 for Godõs work of offering assistance and rebuilding.    

 

Our United Methodist brothers and sisters in Haiti continue to need our support and prayers.  This letter expresses their app recia-

tion and also their call for continued support and prayers.  Letõs be open to how God may call us to respond. 

 

Jan. 28, 2010  

 On behalf of the Methodist Church in Haiti and the Haitian people, we thank you. Thank you all for your outpouring of love, 

support and Christian brotherhood in our great hour of need. Haiti has suffered a great tragedy, and to rebuild, recover and 

strengthen, it will take us all.  

 You have kept us in your prayers and we are grateful. You have sent donations through the United Methodist Committee on 

Relief (UMCOR). We thank you for your generosity. You have expressed your selfless interest in volunteering your time to come  to 

Haiti to help with the recovery effort and we look forward to welcoming you.  

 In the coming days and weeks, the Methodist Church in Haiti will complete an assessment of the damage and communities 

impacted by the earthquake, and will prioritize areas for relief and rehabilitation in partnership with UMCOR. Teams of Unite d 

Methodist Volunteers in Mission will be integral in the long -term recovery of the church and communities in Haiti, and opportuni ties 

will soon be available to come and help in meaningful ways.  

 In the short -term, the immediate needs of providing emergency aid of food, water, shelter and medical care are being ad-

dressed by UMCOR and a host of national and international relief organizations and technical specialists. Soon, the work of c learing 

debris in preparation for rebuilding will be done by teams of locals in cash -for -work programs led by these same aid groups and local 

community groups, including the Methodist Church in Haiti. The participation of international volunteers is welcome after thi s ini-

tial emergency phase is complete, at which time the Methodist Church in Haiti will work closely with UMCOR and UMVIM to iden-

tify rehabilitation projects which match the needs prioritized in the country.  

 With great appreciation for the outpouring of support and offers to come in person to help volunteer in Haiti as quickly as 

possible, the Methodist Church in Haiti, in partnership with UMCOR, requests that volunteer teams consider delaying their arr iva l 

into Haiti in light of the following:  

¶  The Methodist Church in Haiti and UMCOR are still undertaking assessments and evaluations in the 6 circuits most impacted 

by the earthquake, to determine the extent of the damage in church communities and beyond. Suitable projects and assignments 

for volunteer teams wishing to contribute to the recovery effort will not be identified until this process is complete.  

¶ The Methodist Guest House is currently being assessed for structural integrity, and will undergo some rehabilitation and reco n-

struction of the security wall before being brought to full capacity and security to host teams of volunteers.  

¶ Commercial flights into Haiti are currently suspended and all travel into Haiti must be done via the neighboring Dominican Re-

public. Once in Haiti, transportation and logistics are further complicated due to the influx of international aid groups and  th e 

reality of debris and closed roads.  

¶ The emergency relief and debris removal phase may last at least another one or two months, depending on the severity of the 

impact to the communities. Volunteers wishing to work on the programs identified as priority by the Methodist Church in Haiti  

and UMCOR can begin to schedule trips for late March and April, once this initial emergency response and recovery phase is 

completed. 

¶ Volunteer teams with pre -existing travel plans to Haiti are urged to reconsider the timing and nature of their trip, in order to  

allow for re -assessment and prioritization of earthquake recovery programs.  

¶  

Please continue to communicate with us your interest in volunteering for the recovery effort, and we will connect you with re covery 

projects and rehabilitation programs as soon as possible.  

We thank you again for standing by us in this time of great need, and look forward to working in  

Christian partnership to build a better Haiti.  

 

Blessings,  

 

Rev. Gesner Paul  

President, Eglise M®thodiste dõHaiti 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
Jayme Napier on the death of her Aunt Tille 
$ÅÂÂÉÅ -ÅÃÈÌÉÎÇȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȟ "ÏÎÎÉÅ ,Å×ÉÓ 
Mary & Bill Ellis' daughter-in-ÌÁ× $ÏÎÎÁ #ÈÕÍÌÅÙȭÓ 
mother, Katie Rice 
*ÁÎÅ -Ã#ÒÏÁÎȭÓ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒȟ -ÁÒÃÕÓ *ÁÍÅÓ 
Michael Headley 
Bill Elliott  
Kristina Slate 
Bonnie Fay Davis 
Lance Ragsdale 
Burned churches 
Bob Burleson 
Tom Cooper on death of son Ronnie 
Phillip Davis just deployed to Afghanistan 
Hazel Lynch 

+ÁÔ %ÌÌÉÏÔÔȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȟ 0ÁÔÓÙ %ÌÌÉÏÔÔ 
$ÁÖÉÄ #ÈÁÍÂÅÒÌÁÉÎȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔ-Aunt , Mary Wood 
Dana and Kelli Mize 
3ÔÅÌÌÁ "ÒÁÙȭÓ ÎÉÅÃÅȟ ,ÁÕÒÁ 
"ÅÔÔÙ ,ÅÁÒȟ 3ÕÓÁÎ #ÈÁÍÂÅÒÌÁÉÎȭÓ !ÕÎÔ 
Youth Room Remodel 
Church in Villa Ahumada, Mexico 
 
OUR MILITARY MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES 
James Threlfall       Cody Jones 
Andrew Gomez      Chris McMaster 
Kurt Mueller           Nina Slate 
 
LONG TERM CONCERNS 
Becky Davey 
$ÏÎÎÁ #ÈÕÍÌÅÙȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȟ +ÁÔÉÅ 2ÉÃÅ 

Art Underhill  
2ÏÇÅÒ 'ÏÍÅÚȭÓ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒȟ 2ÏÌÁÎÄÏȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÓÔÅÒȟ 2ÏÓÁ 
-ÁÒÇÁÒÅÔ (ÏÕÓÅÒȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȟ $ÏÒÏÔÈÙ 3ÏÒÒÅÌÌÓ 
-ÉËÅ "ÕÒËÓȟ &ÌÏ "ÕÒËÓȭ 'ÒÁÎÄÓÏÎ 
Joyce Whitaker 
** (ÕÇÈÅÓȭ ÍÏÍ Ǫ "ÅÎ (ÕÇÈÅÓȭ ÄÁÄ 
"ÉÌÌ %ÌÌÉÓȭ ÓÉÓÔÅÒȟ .ÁÎÃÙ %ÒÖÉÎ 
*ÏÅ 0ÒÉÎÃÅȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȟ $ÁÉÓÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÓÔÅÒȟ 3ÕÓÁÎ 
*ÏÁÎ +ÒÕÅÇÅÒȭÓ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ 
4ÁÎÙÁ 3ÌÁÔÅȭÓ ÄÁÄȟ "ÕÄÄÙ 
David Weir 
*ÉÍ 'ÅÒÏȭÓ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ 
3ÁÒÁ -ÏÓÓȭ ÓÉÓÔÅÒ-in-law & brother 
+ÁÔÈÙ $ÁÖÉÓȭ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ 
Clyde Hicks 
Our Nursing Home, Home-bound, and Assisted Living 
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